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c/o 26 Battlefield Avenue, Glasgow G42 9RJ.

Tel:  0141 649 0447

PRESS RELEASE

· The 13th Note in liquidation

· Help required!  

· Fund Launched

· What Can You Do?
Glasgow’s 13th Note Ltd went into provisional liquidation at the behest of HM Customs and Excise on Tuesday 20th November 2001.  While both trading units at 50-60 King Street and 260 Clyde Street remain open in the meantime, their future is in grave jeopardy.  

13th Note Ltd has run the The 13th Note Café (50-60 King Street) and the 13th Note Club (260, Clyde Street), since 1997, venues which have become the focal point for exciting new music – both local and international.  The café has also gained a reputation for its vegan food and for not operating any form of pay-to-play policy, meaning that it is a natural stopping off point for bands play their first gigs or attempting to build a following.  The 13th Note has allowed them to do so without it being financially restrictive.  

The club has hosted some of the better known bands to have played either venue including Idlewild, And You Will Know Us By The Trail of Dead, Belle and Sebastian, At The Drive In, The Dirty Three, Adult, Kid 606, The Handsome Family and Alex Chilton.

Prior to 1997, the 13th Note was based at 80 Glassford Street in Glasgow, where it served as a pivotal location for early gigs by the likes of The Delgados, bis, Pink Kross and Urusei Yatsura.  Ironically, the liquidation came almost ten years to the day of the opening of The Apollo – the first venture into venue management of 13th Note director, Craig Tannock.

With a liquidator in place, there is no certainty or likelihood that the 13th Note will continue to trade as it has in the past.  The liquidator will be seeking to sell the leases on the two premises to raise money in the near future.  

It is exceptionally unlikely that any new owners would be interested in preserving the core values of the 13th Note, which through a combination of a commitment to live music, promotion of vegan eating and other causes have made the 13th Note utterly unique in the Glasgow – and possibly Scottish – pub context.  If the 13th Note were to close in its current form, it would be a catastrophic loss for a wide section of the community.

HELP!

In the weeks since the company was put into liquidation a large number of people have been offering help of either a financial or in-kind basis.  Until the situation became clearer it has been difficult to ask for support without having knowing how and indeed, if, any funds raised could be used.  Such a fund has now been started.

Help13 is a fund which has been set up to help preserve the value and ideals of the 13th Note – either through helping Craig regain control of the existing business by buying it back from the liquidators, or if that fails, re-establishing the business elswehere.  A portion of any funds raised will also be used to deal with situations of immediate hardship caused to existing 13th Note staff and suppliers caused by the current situation.  It is important to note that the fund will not be used for attempting to clear the debts of 13th Note Ltd. The fund will be operated by a group consisting of former 13th Note Ltd staff and associates. These include an accountant, academics and representatives of the media, event organisers and bands/ customers.

We are organising a number of schemes to raise as much money as possible over the next few months.  In addition to putting together a compilation album featuring some of the best known bands- both local and international – to have played at the 13th Note, we are asking that people interested in the preservation of the 13th Note think along the following lines:

1. IF YOU HAVE MONEY!

A number of people have already offered to donate or loan money to the fund.  While no amount is too small – a central part of the campaign is A Grand Plan – seeking a number of people who are able to contribute £1000 to the fund.  In the event of the 13th Note being re-constituted as a new company, this will become a stakeholding in the new venture.  There will be a number of exit opportunities for the investment at various stages.  All contributions – of any size - can be made by cheque to “help 13” or by bank transfer to the account detailed below.  

2. IF YOU HAVE TIME!

To organise an event that will raise funds, please do so – get in touch with us and we will do what we can to help let people know about it.  

3. IF YOU HAVE A SKILL OR TALENT THAT CAN BE PUT TO USE!

Please offer your services: design, web design, poster or leaflet distribution – whatever!

4. IF NONE OF THE ABOVE, BUT YOU WANT TO KEEP IN TOUCH

Join our e-mail list by e-mailing help13@btinternet.com and we will keep you up to date with activities. You can also send general messages of support, love and encouragement to the above e-mail – they may be useful for future business plans or for keeping spirits up!

Bank Account

Cheques can be made payable to “help 13” and sent to the above address.  The bank account is held at Lloyds TSB, 52-60 St.Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5TS.  The account number is 0076021 and the sort code 30-25-83.

E-mails

Get in touch or join or mailing list at help13@btinternet.com .

For further information, contact:  John Williamson on 0141 649 0447

